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Continued UK Engagement
in Horizon 2020
UK Participation
in the Green Deal Call
Malgorzata Czerwiec
malgorzata.czerwiec@ukro.ac.uk

Horizon 2020 and the Withdrawal Agreement
The UK’s eligibility to participate in the Green
Deal call is part of the Withdrawal Agreement
• The Withdrawal Agreement, as agreed between the
European Union and the United Kingdom, entered into force
on 1 February 2020.
• The WA means that the UK can continue to participate
in EU programmes, including Horizon 2020, that are
financed by the 2014-2020 Multiannual Financial
Framework (MFF) until their closure (i.e. for the lifetime of
grants).

Horizon 2020 and the Withdrawal Agreement
• UK participants will continue to receive EU grant funding for
the lifetime of individual Horizon 2020 projects, including
projects finishing after the transition period ends at the
end of 2020.
• UK scientists, researchers and businesses can continue to
participate in and lead Horizon 2020 projects and apply
for Horizon 2020 grant funding.
• The vast majority of Horizon 2020 projects will be able to continue as
before during the transition period and beyond.

A very limited number of UK Horizon 2020 projects, which involve access to security-related
sensitive information restricted for EU Member States, may be unable to continue after EU Exit
in their current form. The government expects the Commission to inform participants if this is
the case. Any affected UK grant holders should contact UKRI at EUGrantsFunding@ukri.org.

European Commission guidance
“The Withdrawal Agreement as agreed between the European
Union and the United Kingdom entered into force on 1 February
2020.
In overall terms, on the basis of the Withdrawal Agreement, the
UK-based legal entities will continue to be fully eligible to
participate and receive funding in the current 2014-2020 EU
programmes, including Horizon 2020, as if the UK were a member
state until the closure of these programmes, unless security
considerations apply.
This means that UK beneficiaries can continue – without
interruption – to receive grants awarded under the current and
previous MFFs until their end dates, even if these are after 2020.”

European Commission guidance
• Specific guidance for Evaluators: “Experts should not
evaluate proposals with UK participants any differently
than before.”
• Funding & tender Portal has been updated to reflect the
Withdrawal Agreement.

European Commission guidance
• The UK eligibility to participate in the Green Deal call was
confirmed at the recent European Research and Innovation
Days by the European Commission.
A video of the statement made at the R&I days is available via
the European Commission
https://player.freecaster.com/embed/1364901 (from 1:27:02)

Links to official documents and further information
•

GOV.UK Page: Horizon 2020: what it is
and how to apply for funding:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/horizon2020-what-it-is-and-how-to-apply-forfunding

•

UK Research and Innovation (UKRI)
provides the latest information on UK
participation in Horizon 2020:
https://www.ukri.org/research/internation
al/ukri-eu-exit/

• UKRO factsheet with links
to all major publications
publickly available at
www.ukro.ac.uk
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researchers
Anni Laihanen – UK national contact
point for SC6 and embedding SSH

ESRC website
• ESRC H2020 page:
• https://esrc.ukri.org/research/international-research/horizon-2020/

• ESRC Societal Challenge 6/Green Deal call:
• https://esrc.ukri.org/research/international-research/horizon-2020/societal-challenge-6/

• ESRC Cross-cutting research – Social Sciences, arts and humanities
opportunities embedded across H2020
• https://esrc.ukri.org/research/international-research/horizon-2020/cross-cutting-research/

• ESRC H2020 news and events:
• https://esrc.ukri.org/research/international-research/horizon-2020/h2020-news-andevents/

• ESRC contact:
• https://esrc.ukri.org/research/international-research/horizon-2020/contact/

European Green Deal call
• The Green Deal call will mobilise research and innovation to foster a just and
sustainable societal transition
• Projects are expected to deliver tangible and visible results relatively quickly and
show how research and innovation can provide concrete solutions for the Green
Deal main priorities
• Goal:
• kick-start the environmental, social and economic transformations required to
tackle the climate challenge
• help the EU recover from the Covid-19 crisis & increase resilience
• “The challenge is not just technical: it requires profound adaptations in life-styles
and behaviour.”
• experimentation, social innovation and citizen engagement

Ten call areas
• Eight principal areas reflect the structure of the European
Green Deal
• Two supporting areas that cut across the eight core areas
and offer a longer-term perspective in achieving the
transformations set out in the European Green Deal

Call areas
Principal areas

Supporting areas

• 1: Increasing climate ambition: crosssectoral challenges
• 2: Clean, affordable and secure energy
• 3: Industry for a clean and circular
economy
• 4: Energy and resource-efficient
buildings
• 5: Sustainable and smart mobility
• 6: Farm to Fork
• 7: Biodiversity and ecosystem services
• 8: Zero-pollution, toxic-free environment

• 9: Strengthening our knowledge in
support of the EGD
• 10: Empowering citizens for the
transition towards a climate-neutral,
sustainable Europe

What do you need to know?
• H2020 calls are divided into “topics”
• Green Deal call: there are 20 topics open in 2020
• Deadline for submitting project proposals
• 26 January 2021
• What you need to know about Horizon 2020 calls
• Maximum funding: None — unless specified in the call
• Maximum duration: None — unless specified in the call
• Calls are evaluated on Excellence, Impact and Implementation
• Each criterion scored from 0 to 5
• For proposals with the same score the General Annexes specify the
process for prioritising equal proposals (differs by action)
• SSH/gender analysis “flag”

Actions

Responsible research and innovation
approach and SDGs
• Green Deal call adopts the RRI approach:
• Engaging multiple actors
• Integrating gender and ethical dimensions
• Ensuring access to research outcomes
• Ethics self-assessment
• International co-operation outside EU encouraged
• Be sure to read the call for details on where specific international
activity is necessary
• Co-funding from the Department of Biotechnology in India available
for five call topics (to be considered when building consortia)

Call area 10: Empowering citizens
for the transition towards a climate
neutral, sustainable Europe
Topic

Type of
action

LC-GD-10-1-2020: European capacities for citizen
RIA
deliberation and participation for the Green Deal
LC-GD-10-2-2020: Behavioural, social and cultural change RIA
for the Green Deal
LC-GD-10-3-2020: Enabling citizens to act on climate
IA
change

2020 Budget
(EUR)
10 million
10 million
25 million

LC-GD-10-1-2020
• European capacities for citizen deliberation and participation for the
Green Deal – SSH & gender flagged
• RIA: €3-5 million – 2-3 projects expected to be funded
• Establish transnational networks of experts, researchers, practitioners
and relevant civil society organisations specialised in deliberative
democracy and civic participation across Europe
• Share good practice, tools and resources and implement participatory and
deliberation processes on priority issues
• Establish connection across diverse participation and deliberation processes across
regions and countries

• Include several deliberative processes implemented in several Member
states or associated countries + online multilingual deliberative platform

LC-GD-10-2-2020
• Behavioural, social and cultural change for the Green Deal – SSH & gender flagged
• RIA: €3-5 million – 2-3 projects expected to be funded
• Address behavioural change at individual and collective levels, including public and
private organisations, as well as broader changes in social practices related to the
European Green Deal
• Establish transnational and transdisciplinary networks of experts, researchers,
practitioners and relevant civil society organisations on behavioural, social and
cultural change
• jointly analyse social practices and behavioural change processes, including enabling as well as
inhibiting factors
• share good practice, tools and resources
• implement relevant experimentation on priority issues to deliver on the European Green Deal

• Behavioural change: historical, cultural, societal, economic, psychological, gender
and intersectional perspectives & full impact

LC-GD-10-3-2020
• Enabling citizens to act on climate change, for sustainable development
and environmental protection through education, citizen science,
observation initiatives, and civic engagement
• IA: €3-5 million - 5-8 projects expected to be funded
• European competence framework to help develop and assess knowledge,
skills and attitudes on climate change and sustainable development
• Citizen science for climate action, sustainable development and environmental protection
through civic engagement: should be understood broadly

• Choose subtopic:
• 1. Enabling citizens to act on climate change and for sustainable development through
education
• 2. Enabling citizens to act on climate change and for sustainable development through
better monitoring and observing of the environment and their environmental impacts

Call area 1: increasing climate ambition
and Green Deal impact with crosscutting solutions
Topic
LC-GD-1-1-2020: Preventing and fighting extreme
wildfires with the integration and demonstration of
innovative means
LC-GD-1-2-2020: Towards Climate-Neutral and Socially
Innovative Cities
LC-GD-1-3-2020: Climate-resilient Innovation Packages
for EU regions

Type of
action

2020 Budget
(EUR)

IA/CSA

75 million

RIA

53 million

IA/CSA

45 million

LC-GD-1-1-2020
• Preventing and fighting extreme wildfires with the integration and
demonstration of innovative means – SSH flagged
• IA: €15-20 million – around 4 projects expected to be funded
CSA: €2-3 million – 1 project expected to be funded
• Choose one subtopic
• 1 (IA): Develop, integrate and demonstrate innovative means and methods in different
environments across Europe, tailor to geographical and socio-economic conditions
•
•
•

Common culture on risk prevention and preparedness
Incident management teams and interaction with citizens, evacuation or confinement messages in
consideration of human factors and psychological dimension
Socioecological transition towards more resilient communities

• 2 (CSA): Coordinate and support the IAs funded under this topic
•

Recommendations for wildfire prevention and preparedness activities targeted at different actors

• International cooperation is encouraged

LC-GD-1-2-2020
• Towards Climate-Neutral and Socially Innovative Cities
• RIA: up to €53 million – at most one proposal expected to be funded
• Rapid, full-scale deployment of systemic and integrated climate actions at city or
district level in order to reach climate neutrality by 2030 (health promotion,
housing, transport etc.)
• Activities
•
•
•
•

1: Climate action plans and Green Deal innovation
2: Investment project preparation and finance
3: Social innovation and citizens’ engagement
4: Research and Innovation for climate-neutral transformation of cities

• Consortium should possess expertise in urban planning, social innovation and
stakeholders engagement

LC-GD-1-3-2020
• Climate-resilient Innovation Packages for EU regions – SSH flagged
• IA: €10-15 million – around 3-4 projects expected to be funded
CSA: €3 million – 1 project expected to be funded
• Pre-identify and upscale the most promising cross-sectoral solutions at regional
scale
• Strengthen social acceptance and social resilience
• Choose one subtopic:
• 1 (IA): Innovation Packages for transformational adaptation of European
regions and communities
• Governance models, awareness, behavioural change

• 2 (CSA): Support the design, testing and upscale of Innovation Packages
(Coordination and Support Action)
• Citizens and regions engagement

Call area 3: Industry for a
clean and circular economy
Topic

Type of 2020 Budget
(EUR)
action

LC-GD-3-1-2020: Closing the industrial carbon cycle to IA
combat climate change - Industrial feasibility of catalytic
routes for sustainable alternatives to fossil resources
LC-GD-3-2-2020: Demonstration of systemic
IA
solutions for the territorial deployment of the
circular economy

80 million

60 million

LC-GD-3-2-2020
• Demonstration of systemic solutions for the territorial deployment of
the circular economy – SSH flagged
• IA: €10-20 million – 3-6 projects expected to be funded
• Implement and demonstrate circular systemic solutions to deploy circular
economy in one ‘circular territorial cluster’
• cross-sectoral demonstration project

• Address economic and social dimensions of the transition towards a circular
economy
• Circular governance models
• support active participation of all relevant actors

• Improve consumers’ understanding and acceptance of circular and climateneutral services and products

Call area 4: Energy and resource
efficient buildings
Topic

LC-GD-4-1-2020: Building and renovating in an
energy and resource efficient way

Type of
action
IA

2020
Budget
(EUR)
60 million

LC-DG-4-1-2020
• Building and renovating in an energy and resource efficient way
• IA: €10-20 million – 3-6 projects expected to be funded
• Deliver at least two (residential and non-residential, new and/or retrofitted) largescale, real-life demonstrations of promising technology, process and social
innovations, in different regions of Europe (from planning to end use)
• Scalable design of green, positive energy neighbourhoods well embedded in
the spatial, economic, technical, environmental, regulatory and social context
of the demonstration sites
• Digital solutions to increase usability, ensuring optimal comfort for users and
a healthier living environment
• inclusive design, occupants interaction
• non-energy benefits
• Page limit: 100 pages

Call area 5: Sustainable
and smart mobility
Topic
LC-GD-5-1-2020: Green airports and ports as
multimodal hubs for sustainable and smart mobility

Type of 2020 Budget
(EUR)
action
IA

100 million

LC-GD-5-1-2020
•
•
•
•

Green airports and ports as multimodal hubs for sustainable and smart mobility
IA: €15-25 million – 4-6 projects expected to be funded
Recommended duration: 48 to 60 months
Choose one area:
• A) Green airports
• Cross-cutting aspects (air quality and noise tradeoff; feasibility of a market-based instrument to
prevent/reduce food loss and waste; etc.)

• B) Green ports
• Master Plan for the future Green Port (wider socio-economic perspective)

• Both subtopics:
• multi-actor governance arrangements
• non-technological framework conditions for financial/operational incentives and legal certainty
for implementing low-emission solutions

Call area 6: Farm to Fork

Topic

Type of
action

LC-GD-6-1-2020: Testing and demonstrating IA
systemic innovations in support of the Farmto-Fork Strategy

2020
Budget
(EUR)
74 million

LC-GD-6-1-2020
• Testing and demonstrating systemic innovations in support of the Farmto-Fork Strategy – SSH flagged
• IA: €6-12 million – 6-12 projects expected to be funded
• Choose one subtopic:
•
•
•
•
•

A) Climate neutral farms B) Climate neutral food businesses
C) Zero pollution of water, soil and air, and ultimately fertiliser use
D) Reduce dependence on use of antimicrobials in animal production and in aquaculture
E) Reduce food losses and waste, avoiding unsustainable packaging
F) Sustainable healthy diets accessible to all EU citizens

• Focus on systemic innovations that maximise synergies and minimise trade-offs
• 3 dimensions of sustainability (inc. economic, social/health)

• Define the challenge, including in-depth analysis of drivers and root causes
• Solutions from production to consumption – expected and actual impacts
• Understand behaviours, motivations and barriers to maximise uptake

Call area 7: Ecosystems
and Biodiversity
Topic

LC-GD-7-1-2020: Biodiversity and
ecosystem services

Type of
action
IA

2020
Budget
(EUR)
80 million

LC-GD-7-1-2020
• Biodiversity and ecosystem services – SSH flagged
• IA: €16-25 million – ~4 projects expected to be funded
• Adapt, integrate and demonstrate innovative methods (incl. social and
governance) on upscaling ecosystem restoration
• Resilient restoration: enable a shift of social and behavioural patterns, inclusive
involvement of social and economic actors
• Upscaling and mainstreaming of ecosystem restoration  systemic
transformation in governance, policy making, economic development, social
innovation and regional strategic planning
• The project results should enhance empowerment, engagement and
reconnection of local communities with nature and increase social awareness
on restoration actions, and their benefits

Call area 9: Strengthening our
knowledge in support of the EGD
Topic

Type of
action

LC-GD-9-1-2020: European Research Infrastructures
RIA
capacities and services to address European Green Deal
challenges
LC-GD-9-2-2020: Developing end-user products and
RIA
services for all stakeholders and citizens supporting
climate adaptation and mitigation
LC-GD-9-3-2020: Transparent & Accessible Seas and
IA
Oceans: Towards a Digital Twin of the Ocean

2020 Budget
(EUR)
28 million

25 million

12 million

LC-DG-9-1-2020
• European Research Infrastructures capacities and services to address
European Green Deal challenges – SSH & gender flagged
• RIA: (a) up to €7 million (b) up to €13 million (c) up to €8 million
– ~3 projects expected to be funded
• Choose subtopic:
• (a) European leadership in clean energy storage technologies
•

Virtual, user-friendly access to instrumentation and scientific methods, training

• (b) European research infrastructures for greenhouse gases observation in and around cities
• (c) Observations for air quality and citizens’ health in urban areas
•

Pilot implementation, stakeholder engagement, networking and training, dissemination

• Engage stakeholders and build commitment  long-term sustainability
• Develop synergies between among research infrastructures in different disciplines
inc. social sciences

LC-GD-9-2-2020
• Developing end-user products and services for all stakeholders and
citizens supporting climate adaptation and mitigation
• RIA: €3-5 million – 5-8 projects expected to be funded
• Inform citizens and decision-makers about the impacts of climate change
• Identify adaptation options
• Illustrate what pathways towards climate neutrality entail in terms of
production, consumption, planning and lifestyle, incorporating behavioural
factors
• Focus on either of the following:
• Clear information about how climate change impacts will evolve and how production,
consumption, infrastructure and lifestyle needs to change
• Next generation of climate services

LC-GD-9-3-2020
• Transparent & Accessible Seas and Oceans: Towards a Digital
Twin of the Ocean
• IA: up to €12 million – one project expected to be funded
• Convert all European assets related to seas and oceans into a digital
component
• Co-creation and inter-disciplinary approaches between natural
sciences, humanities and social sciences for the co-construction of
methods, expertise and applications to support decision making
• Data from various sources (citizen science, historic data)

Call area 2: Clean, affordable
and secure energy
Topic
LC-GD-2-1-2020: Innovative land-based and offshore
renewable energy technologies and their integration into
the energy system
LC-GD-2-2-2020: Develop and demonstrate a 100 MW
electrolyser upscaling the link between renewables and
commercial/industrial applications
LC-GD-2-3-2020: Accelerating the green transition and
energy access Partnership with Africa

Type of
action

2020 Budget
(EUR)

RIA/IA

86 million

IA

60 million

IA

40 million

Call area 8: Zero-pollution,
toxic free environment
Topic

Type of 2020 Budget
(EUR)
action

LC-GD-8-1-2020: Innovative, systemic zero-pollution
RIA
solutions to protect health, environment and natural
resources from persistent and mobile chemicals
LC-GD-8-2-2020: Fostering regulatory science to
RIA
address combined exposures to industrial chemicals and
pharmaceuticals: from science to evidence-based
policies

40 million

20 million

Green Deal call brokerage events
• KTN Brokerage Events
• Areas 2, 3, 4 & 11: 9 October 2020 10:00-12:30 (opportunity for 1-1
meetings in the afternoon)
• Areas 1, 8 & 10: 15 October 2020 10:00-12:30 (opportunity for 1-1
meetings in the afternoon)
• Net4Society Virtual Brokerage Event: 27 October 2020 08:00-13:30
• Areas 1, 4, 9 and 10

Evaluation tips
• Read the work programme
• Take in the details
• Make sure you fulfil the eligibility criteria
• Address all of the topic
• Impact is essential
• Don’t neglect RRI approach
• Tailored dissemination and exploitation plan
• Make the proposal simple to read for the evaluators
• What is the EU added value?
• Build on other project results, explain synergies

Useful links
• Funding and tenders portal – How to Participate
•

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/how-to-participate/1/1

• Reference documents and guidelines for applicants:
•

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/referencedocuments;programCode=H2020

• H2020 helpdesk - research enquiry service:
•

http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=enquiries

• H2020 online manual:
•

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/index_en.htm

• H2020 glossary:
•

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/support/glossary

• Net4Society (the network of SC6 National Contact Points)
• Guide to successful integration of SSH in H2020:
https://www.net4society.eu/files/170110_Factsheet_Expert%20meeting_INTEGRATION_def.pdf

• Embedding SSH success stories:
https://www.net4society.eu/files/Net4Society_D_3_3_FINAL_Factsheets_SSH_Integration.pdf

Explore other EU projects in your field
• H2020 dashboard (proposals, funded projects, country profiles) – customisable
•

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-dashboard

• Funding and tenders portal partner search
•

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search

• CORDIS
•

https://cordis.europa.eu/

• Horizon Results platform
•

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/horizon-resultsplatform

• Innovation Radar
•

https://www.innoradar.eu/

• EASME data hubs
•

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/section/easme-data-hubs

Questions?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Background to calls?
Political drivers/context/motivation for certain topics?
In-depth topic questions not answered in work programme texts?
Partner requests?
Email Challenge6NCP@esrc.ukri.org
More targeted event later in 2020

Key messages to take away
• UK participants continue to receive EU grant funding for the lifetime
of individual Horizon 2020 projects, including projects finishing after
31 December 2020 when the transition period ends
• Climate-related challenges require profound adaptations in life-styles
and behaviour = clear scope for SSH researchers in the Green Deal
call
• Evaluation between “Excellence”, “Impact” and “Implementation”
• Fill in feedback questionnaire and/or send your questions/comments
via email – follow-up event later in 2020
• Take part in brokerage events!

Thank you for listening
Contact details
Email: Challenge6NCP@esrc.ac.uk
XcutSSHncp@esrc.ukri.org
Twitter: @H2020_SC6_UKNCP
Phone: 07999 018967
Other UK NCPs can be found on the Funding &
tenders portal (filter by country and function)
Facebook: ESRC: Economic and Social
Research Council

YouTube: Economic and
Social Research Council

Twitter:@ESRC
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